





Hold on! The big drop at Cascade gives an indication of the power and difficulty of this run.

Native Americans who made their home on the Cal-Salmon and
Klamath rivers, built canoes of redwood logs. They hollowed the log
with fire, then scraped away the soft burned wood with a shell adz. Both paddle rafts and oar-paddle combination rafts are used on Cal-Salmon trips. | 22
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ADVANCED ¢ CLASS V+

Cherry Cre ek The center section of Mushroom rapid (Class V+) on Cherry Creek.

Can you see the submerged 14’ raft these folks are sitting in?

§\ HERRY CREEK IS THE MOST DIFFICULT commercial
" rivertripavailablein Californiaand perhapsin the
United States. With a phenomenal fifteen Class V
to V+ rapids and many unnamed Class IV+ drops,
this 9-mile run is not for the timid.

This is the ultimate in fast and furious whitewater. Significant Class IV and V
paddling experience, adequate physical condition and swimming ability, and
total participation is expected of each guest.

)
Y

Trips focus on Class V education and teamwork. Guides and guests work to-
gether scouting rapids, discussing routes, and setting up safety systems. The
evening before the trip, a Class V Training Session takes place, which includes
videos and exercises to prepare for the next day’s challenge.

The whitewater adventure starts immediately with Class IV “warm-up” rapids.
Trips stop to practice swimming technique in the river before the Class V
begins...huge rapids like Corkscrew, Jawbone, Mushroom, Toadstool, and Un-
known Soldier make for an unforgettable morning of rafting. The river then
speeds toward the infamous Miracle Mile, which drops 200 feet in a single mile
and boasts back-to-back Class V challenges: Smokey’s Hole, Blind Faith, Gar’s
Lunch, Eulogy, and Coffin Rock. Thundering Lewis” Leap, a Class V+ rapid, nearly
defies passage! Before the trip ends we portage Flat Rock and Lumsden Falls,
and run three more Class IV drops. At take-out participants are in a state of
elation, having met the “Cherry Creek Challenge!”

For more information and images of the Cherry Creek and the surrounding
area, go to: www.AOrafting.com.

SEASON: MID-JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER

USUAL MINIMUM AGE: 18

TRIP OPTIONS: 1.5 DAYS MILES: 9

LOCATION: 15 MILES EAST OF GROVELAND

AND 15 MI. WEST OF YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

GRADIENT: 105 FEET PER MILE
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An historic "basket boat" negotiates “Razorback” rapid, Main Stanislaus, Camp Nine run, 1963.

AM-Outdoors

WHITEWATER RAFTING

TAKING PEOPLE DOWN CALIFORNIA RIVERS
FOR MORE THAN FORTY YEARS
HERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR EXPERIENCE;
We are one of the few original California outfitters.
We helped pioneer the sport in the early '60s, and have been
refining rafting techniques, training standards, safety procedures,
and equipment quality ever since. More than 40 years experience,
10 of California’s best rivers, more than 20,000 trips, more than

200,000 people...Experience makes a difference.

TYLER CHILDRESS

Trusting All-Outdoors
for Your Rafting Trip

* More than 40 Years Experience

* 10 of California’s Best Rivers

* Staff of 175 Professional Trained Guides
e Ultra-High Safety Standards

* Highest Quality Equipment

e Chosen “Best of the West”
by Sunset Magazine

* Inc Magazine Choice for
“Best Small Business Website in America”

All-Outdoors Whitewater Rafting
1250 Pine Street Suite 103
Walnut Creek Ca 94596

1-800-24-RAFTS (247-2387)
rivers@AOrafting.com
www.AOrafting.com

Extended Office Hours May 1-Sept 1
8am-7pm M-F & 8am-5pm S-S
Regular Hours 9am-5pm M-F



River Trips and Reservations

Choosing a River Trip...

Choose a river that suits your experience level.
Most first-timers start with a “"Beginner” river
(pg.5-8) before advancing to an “Intermediate”
river (pg.9-20). Call our office for helpful advice.
When planning a group trip, always consider the
abilities of the least experienced member.

Who Can Participate...

From a lazy day of summer on the Class I-IT Lower
Middle Fork American, to the adrenaline rush on
Class V+ Cherry Creek, this Guidebook offers a river
trip to satisfy most everyone. Participants should
be able to swim and feel comfortable in the water.
Unfortunately, persons with a chest or torso size
over 52" (life jacket maximum size) cannot take
partin an All-Outdoors trip. People with special
health considerations should call our office and
consult their physician for recommendations.

Making a Reservation

You can call our office at 1-800-24-RAFTS or go
online at www.AOrafting.com to reserve space on
the rafting trip and date you desire. Usually
payment is due at the time of your reservation.

We Provide...

All-Outdoors provides professional instruction
preceding your trip, a Coast Guard approved life
jacket, professional rafting equipment, a profes-
sional guide in each raft, river shuttles, and deluxe
food from the first to last lunch.

You Bring...

You bring personal clothing for the trip. A sleeping
bag, tent (if desired), and toiletry items are also
needed for overnight trips. A detailed “What To
Bring” list will be sent to you, or may be obtained
online from our website. Transportation to and
from the meeting place is your responsibility.

Delicious All-Outdoors River Cuisine
Our meals are prepared with a variety of
wholesome, fresh ingredients, to provide a
healthful and appetizing menu for our guests.
Lunches on 1-Day trips consist of our spectacular
build-it-yourself gourmet sandwich bar, along
with fresh fruit, salsa and chips, beverage, and
dessert. A typical 2-Day trip dinnerincludes

hors d'oeuvres, fresh tossed salad, baked potato
bar, camp french bread, chicken, steak, bever-
ages, and a fresh baked dutch oven dessert.
Breakfast varies from custom omelets, camp hash
browns, and bacon, to fancy continental cuisine
when time is limited. Each mealis a delight,
served in a river setting with a natural ambience a
restaurant can never match.

AOQrafting.com...
Find this Guidebook & More!
Our award winning, comprehensive website is an
invaluable tool for planning your first, second,
and hundredth rafting trip. At your finger tips
lies additionalinformation like real-time
river flows, space availability, reserva-
tions, trip options and details, costs,
discounts, and extensive photo
galleries. This dynamic site is updated
regularly and is an easy way to get
informed and keep in touch with
California rafting. Startyour river
trip by going to
www.AOrafting.com.

Reserve Space Now
Call 1-800-247-2387
or go to:
www.AOrafting.com

SCOTT ARMSTRONG
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All-Outdoors Whitewater Rafting ¢ California River Comparison Chart

CJLEVEL OF
DIFFICULTY

NO. OF
DAYS

GRADIENT

RIVER VERTICAL DROP  SCENERY

LOWER MIDDLE FORK AMERICAN* I-II il
Great for young families
and apprehensive adults

17°/MI EXCELLENT

SOUTH FORK AMERICAN*
Most popular whitewater
river in California

INTERMEDIATE » CLASS III-IV
MIDDLE FORK AMERICAN*

Remote, scenic 2000" deep canyon with
a taste of Class IV whitewater

MERCED
Excellent introduction to Class IV white-
water; only a few minutes from Yosemite

INTERMEDIATE - ADVANCED < CLASS IV+

TUOLUMNE*
Designated “Wild & Scenic” by Congress
Considered California’s best multi-day trip

NORTH FORK STANISLAUS
Beautiful high-alpine setting
with lots of whitewater action

KAWEAH
One rapid after another,
near Sequoia National Park

NORTH FORK AMERICAN
Springtime run through a narrow rock
gorge with intense rapids

ADVANCED - CLASS V

CALIFORNIA SALMON
Steep, rock-walled gorge in a temperate
rainforest with very challenging whitewater

CHERRY CREEK*
Considered the most difficult commercially
run whitewater river in the U.S.

10,11,21 25'/MI

16,16,23 40'/MIL EXCELLENT

16,26 34'/MI

18,18,18 40'/MIL EXCELLENT

70°/MI EXCELLENT
507/MI

34'/MI EXCELLENT

40'/MIL EXCELLENT

105'/MI EXCELLENT

%Dam release from upstream man-made reservoirs/fairly predictable flows
OBased on the International Scale of Difficulty (see page 3 inside this Guidebook)

O USUAL O
SOLITUDE MIN AGE WETSUITS

RAFTING SEASON
NORMAL

DRIVING MI FROM

DRY YEAR WET YEAR SF SAC LA

VERY GOOD APR-MAY APR-SEP APR-OCT APR-OCT 125 35 420

APR-MAY APR-SEP APR-OCT

VERY GOOD APR-MAY APR-SEP APR-OCT APR-OCT

APR-MID. JUN APR-JUN APR-MID. JUL  APR-AUG

EXCELLENT APR-JUN APR-AUG APR-SEP APR-OCT

VERY GOOD APR-MAY APR-MID. MAY  APR-MAY APR-OCT

APR-MID. JUN APR-MAY APR-JUN APR-JUL

VERY GOOD APR-MID. MAY APR-MAY APR-JUN

VERY GOOD ALWAYS APR-MAY APR-MID. JUN APR-MID. JUL

EXCELLENT ALWAYS JUN-AUG JUL-SEP AUG-SEP

[ While rivers with “excellent” ratings have solitude 7 days a week, the level of solitude on other rivers improves during early and late season, as well as midweek during the summer.
[J Wetsuit requirements can vary so please call our office for details. Wetsuits may be rented directly from All-Outdoors at the meeting place the morning of your trip.

Supporting Our Rivers All-Outdoors belongs to a number of organizations dedicated to managing rivers for the public’s
use and preserving the precious few in California that remain free-flowing. We donate a portion of your trip fees to non-
profit organizations such as Friends of the River, one of the top river preservation organizations in the country. If you wish
to help or become a member of Friends of the River, call their office in Sacramento (916) 442-3155.

Brochure Design: David Design ¢ Jamestown, Photos by Lotus Photography - www.lotusphoto.biz unless noted.

All-Outdoors Whitewater Rafting * 1250 Pine St. Ste. 103 Walnut Creek, CA 94596
1-800-24-RAFTS » 925-932-8993 » www.AOrafting.com

All-Outdoors operates under the permits and approval of U.S. Forest Service, Calaveras Big Trees State Park, Auburn State
Recreation Area, Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Notice: Water flows on the South Fork
American River result from releases from hydroelectric facilities located upstream. Such water releases are not subject to
the control of EL Dorado County or commercial rafting companies operating under permits from the County of El Dorado.

All-Outdoors is an equal opportunity service provider.
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